
Andrew Jamison 
"Rattlesnake Andy" 

 
I am telling about my grandpa, Andrew Jamison. I have gotten most of my 
information from a book in the Durand Community Library called Just People of 
the Friendly Valley. I have also gotten some information from my family. In the 
winter he would  trap coon, muskrat, and mink. But winter or summer, he was 
known as "Andy the snake hunter." 

My grandpa moved to Durand from Mercer county, 
Pennsylvania. He spent almost 70 years hunting 
rattlesnakes in the Durand and Alma areas. His firsthand 
knowledge of rattlesnakes and their habits, supported by 
additional study in books, made him a walking 
encyclopedia on rattlesnakes. 

Among my grandpa's prized possessions was a jar 
containing a preserved albino rattlesnake. He commented 
"One day I came across a new litter of rattlers and found 
this and another albino. They are the only ones I have 
ever seen or heard about." The jar was sent to a 
university. 

Whenever area farmers had trouble with rattlesnakes 
killing their cows, they would send for my grandpa to 
spend the day hunting snakes. My grandma, Odelia 
Jamison, helped. 

My grandpa said his biggest kill in one day was 192. It is 
not unusual to kill 60 to 85 rattlesnakes in one day, he 
added. 

"Rattlesnakes are usually found on the limestone bluffs," my grandpa said. "But in 
the fall you will find them in sandy places where heat is more plentiful for the 
young. Rattlesnakes litters number 7 to 15 and newborn rattler is as deadly as an 
older one." 

My grandpa's knowledge of snakes was not limited to rattlesnakes. He issued a 
warning to people who thought snakes found along rivers were harmless. "Some 



of these snakes are water moccasins, which are even more poisonous than 
rattlers. They swim up the rivers from the South." 

When he was killing snakes, my grandpa used a hook to keep the snakes from 
going under protective rocks, and then struck them near the back of the head 
with a stick. 

My grandpa rendered snake oil from the layer of fat which extends from head to 
tail. "You get about one ounce of oil to a snake," he said. "You can't buy snake oil 
in drug stores like we used to, but when you can get it, I costs about $3 per 
ounce." The oil was widely used in past years for home remedies. 

In their nearly 70 years of snake hunting neither my grandpa nor my grandma 
were never bitten by a rattlesnake. "It's dangerous though, especially hunting on 
the bluffs,"  Grandpa said. "The brush is so thick that it is hard to spot the rattlers. 
If they would burn the bluffs off in the fall hunting would be easier." 

"There is a popular belief that a rattlesnake rattles three times before striking," 
my grandpa said. "Actually they may give one continous rattle that sounds like the 
high buzz of a bumblebee, or none at all. the snake coils with its head in the 
middle of the coil. They are unable to strike without coiling." 

"It is commonly thought that the snake developes a new rattle each year. 
Actually, they are born with one button and a new one is added each time the 
skin is shed, which may be from two to five times a year. On the other hand, 
segments are often lost. Rattlers also shed their fangs and grow new ones during 
their life of approzimately 16 years," my grandpa said. 

As you can tell from the quotes my grandpa said, he was very educated both by 
books and through his up close experiences with rattlers. 
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